








How did it work you 
announcing you’re going to 
be a drag queen?

“First ly i t confused my parents, 
they thought I wanted to be 
Trans, they didn’t understand 
it and seemed against i t. 
When me and my mum got 
closer she started watching 
Drag Race with me, and then 
when I started gett ing close to 
the people from the program 
it led to the point my parents 
accepted the career choice. I ’d 
just gone to the house of one of 
the queens from the program, 
who had just earned l ike 40k in 
one weekend, and when I told 
my mum this, my dad overheard 
and announced I should look 
into taking it more seriously. 
Now anytime a sibl ing comes 
to my show she always wants 
videos of my performances, 
and she forwards it around 
to other family members too. 
With drag, it was almost l ike 
a second coming out. A few 
years before I came out as gay, 
and then one day someone 
tagged me on FaceBook and 
I was in drag. It made me 

have to come out as a drag 
queen, this is what caused the 
trans conversation. There’s a 
common misconception that 
drag queens want to be trans. I 
would never actual ly think I was 
this person, I don’t want to be 
this person, I ’m happy being 
me- this is just my job. People 
struggle to real ise my uniform 
is this. 

I ’ve had a hate crime situat ion 
recently, when I spoke about it 
in the pol ice stat ion my honest 
response was “this is boring 
me”. I get this day in and day out. 
I f I  worked at Tesco I wouldn’t 
get this abuse, but because 
I ’m in a dif ferent uniform they 
think it ’s acceptable to heckle 
me, shout stuff at me and be 
abusive towards me. I feel 
l ike i f people knew what I did, 
came to one of my shows and 
experienced it, they would 
probably enjoy it. 

I did a karaoke gig in a rather 
rough pub, my nephew booked 
me there, and I thought it was 
going to be the worst gig ever, 
they were al l star ing at me. As 

soon as Mandy got on the 
stage they al l adored it, they 
were pissing themselves, 
invit ing their fr iends etc. By 
the end of the gig, they were 
l ining up by the stage for 
meet and greets. 

Afterwards I stuck around 
for a pint, and got the usual 
questions such as “ is this 
you?”, “ is this how you usual ly 
dress?”, “are you trans?”. 
They were al l on edge about 
asking me these questions, 
but i t ’s only natural to ask 
seeing as I ’m dressed l ike 
this. So I answered their 
questions and educated 
them, and they were grateful 
I was so relaxed and happy 
to answer questions. I t ’s 
always worth educating, 
not gett ing angry at people 
who don’t understand- not 
everyone wi l l .”
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For yourself, drag is just a character and 
a performance. Would you put your drag 
under the category gender performance?

“When someone f l i r ts with Mandy, I typical ly reply, 
i f they’re female, “yeah because I ’m a lesbian” and 
i f i t ’s a bloke then I often say something along the 
l ines of “yeah but you fancy what’s underneath 
this”. So I guess Mandy herself identi f ies as a 
cis- female lesbian. The performance on stage is 
just a persona though, it ’s not specif ic to being a 
woman, just the look I suppose. I ’ve done some 
stand up comedy nights not in drag, but being 
a drag queen al lows you to get away with more. 
I ’m not as confident doing it without drag, but I ’m 
not incapable of doing it- cal l me Paul O’Grady i f 
you l ike.”
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There aren’t many places 
that show visual depictions 
of people not conforming 
to gender stereotypes or 
the traditonal concepts of 
masculine and feminine. 
A few magazines are 
slowly starting to approach 
LGBTQIA+ relevant topics, 
and there are plenty of internet 
searches you can do in order 
to find these visuals and 
depictions of these types, 
but not, many places you 
can get an insight into these 
communities in one place. In 
the 2021 census “262,000 
people said their gender 
identity and sex registered 
at birth were different to 
their current. Not all of those 
262,000 people identified 
explicitly as transgender, 
30,000 identified as non-
binary and 18,000 selected  
a different gender identity.” - 
UK Parliament.
Despite this only being 0.5% 
of the UK population, it’s 
more people than I imagine a 
lot of people expected. 

Gender stereotypes, such as 
men are strong, emotionless 
and heroic and women are 
delicate, sexual and sensitive 
are outdated and dangerous. 

What do I mean by this? 
Well, according to research 
done by the Advertising 
Standards Authority- who 
regulate adverts in the UK- 
gender stereotypes are 
harmful; not only to children 
who are heavily influenced 
by what they see, and are 
susceptible to these coded 
messages imprinting upon 
them, but to adults as well. 
Infact, toxic masculinity can 
be considered partially to 
blame for the notoriously 
high male suicide rates. 
Toxic masculinity is a set 
of attitidues set on men on 
how to live, act and behave. 
When men can’t conform to 
these, with a key ones being 
emotionless and insensitivity, 
everything builds up and in 
turn, suicide rates increase. 
The same can be blamed 
for men not coming forward 
when assaulted, abused or 
raped. 

I know this is only a brief 
overview, but it is a subject 
that can easily be explored 
by looking at statistics 
from organisations such 
as the ASA, WHO, Ofcom, 
Samaritans, etc. Specifically 
these statistics can show 

the impact of social media 
and gender stereotypes. 
“The weight of evidence 
suggests that, wherever they 
appear or are reinforced, 
gender stereotypes can 
lead to mental, physical or 
social harm which can limit 
the potential of groups and 
individuals.”- ASA 2018.

If these stereotypes are 
damaging and dangerous, 
and we as a society are 
fed up of women being 
sexualised, and men being 
emotionally devoid, then 
what is femininity and what 
is masculinity? Why do we 
frown upon those who don’t 
conform? Who explore, push 
boundaries and treat gender 
in a way that isn’t following 
these stereotypes? 

In this book you can see a 
selection of gender non-
conformers whom I have 
met and documented in a 
varitey of ways to capture the 
essence of the unorthodox 
and the underrepresented. 
The people you wonder 
about and maybe don’t 
understand. The people 
who are beautifully and 
just authentically being 
themselves and living free of 
the gender binary.

-Libby Ward
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